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History: A group of saloons and 
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gambling halls were located on the 
east side of Portsmouth Square, north of 
Clay Street (among then the famous Enpire). 
Host of these buildings burned in 1851. Ships 
in the Cove can be seen in the distance. The 
view is apparently the top of a letterhead, 
published by Marvin and Hitcheoek, Pioneer 
Book Store. The letter is headed 
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"Spaaish Bar, May 29, 1851" 

Author of Sard: Joseph A. Baird, Jr., Ph.D., Architect. 
Historian, Sam Francisco, California. 
August 1961 
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